
 

 
Bukit Cina (Chinese Hill) in Melaka 

 
BUKIT CINA - Bukit Cina, or simple translated means Chinese Hill, is reputed to be the 
earliest Chinese settlement in Melaka.  

Covering an area of 26 hectares, it is the largest Chinese burial ground outside Republic 
of China. It contains some 12,500 graves with many tombstones dating back to the Ming 
Dynasty.  

It was used as the official settlement of the Chinese entourage that arrived in Melaka with 
Princess Hang Li Po, the daughter of Emperor Yung Lo of the Ming Dynasty. The 
princess was sent to Melaka by the Emperor to marry Sultan Mansur Shah in 1459 to seal 
the diplomatic ties between Melaka and China. 

The Chinese entourage and their descendents remained at Bukit Cina until the fall of 
Melaka to the Portuguese in 1511. 

It was reported that during the Portuguese occupation of Melaka,  a Franciscan 
Monastery and a chapel dedicated to ‘Madre de Deus’ (Mother of God) was erected at the 
hilltop. However, the buildings were destroyed when the Achinese attacked the Dutch in 
1629. The Dutch Government subsequently took control of Bukit Cina before it was 
bought over by the Cheng Hoon Teng is founder, Kapital Lee Wei King. It was 
subsequently donated to the Chinese of Melaka to be used as burial ground. 
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